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There was this
carpenter from
Nazareth who turned

out to be something of
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‘ said, “I have come that
answers to 14 you might have life and
questions?

that you might have it
to the full!”

That sounds great, but let’s be honest, for most of us that’s the exact opposite of
what we would expect if we were to have anything to do with Jesus.

To most of us “life” and “church” aren’t words that go together. Church conjures up
images of some boring guy droning on, preaching bad news, often coming across as
arrogant and near-perfect himself but making you feel really bad. Then there’s the
out-dated hymns that are lifeless and dull and make Perry Como look cutting edge!
Christians seem to be against anything that is fun, enjoyable, exciting, side splitting
and fattening! Many have come to the conclusion that if they were to get into this,
far from living life to the full, life would be ruined! It would be like dying a slow and
painful death.

This is probably why most of us go looking for the buzz elsewhere! But, in a world
where there is so much that is good, there always seems to be something bad that
comes and messes everything up. Good relationships turn sour, the holiday comes
to an end and I've got to go back to work, and then the company lays me off, the
brand new car eventually finds its way to a scrap heap, they turned my local into a
wine bar!

Some ofyouwillrememberthe character,
Dame Edna Everage, the creation of a
man named Barry Humphries. This is
what he wrote in his autobiography.

Ithink it sums up the issue of pursuing a
life of fulfilment: “I always wanted more.
I never had enough milk or money or
socks or sex or holidays or first editions
or solitude or gramophone records or
free meals or real friends or guiltless
pleasure or neckties or applause or
unquestioning love. Of course I had
more than my fair share of most of these
commodities but they always left me
with a vague feeling of unfulfilment.”

British entertainer, Tony Hancock, who
performed before millions, committed
suicide and left a note which read, “True
happiness is impossible to obtain!”

I can understand how he got to that
place, but I disagree with him. A man
called Augustine made a comment 1500
years ago which I have found to be more
accurate.

He said, “Oh God you have made us for
yourself and our hearts are restless
until they find their rest in you.” It’s
like having a God shaped hole inside of
me - nothing else quite fits and perfectly
satisfies.

Have you ever felt a hunger to live in
such a way that you can stop pretending
and simply be authentic and real?
Where you are accepted for who you
are but also where you can grow and
improve? Where there is an absence of
arrogance, trying to prove yourself to
be someone or something better? Where
the truth connects with the reality of
your experience? Where you can live
a life filled with hope and experience
healing for all the wrong done to you?
Where you know true contentment?
Where you get to laugh a lot and enjoy
life with true friends?

‘ Q_ﬂis all about a bunch of
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people that "are at different stages on
that journey.

We don'’t have all the answers but have
found something that is real. We’re not
into religion! It seems to me to be one of
the biggest distractions in finding life to
the full and one of the biggest distortions
of who Jesus is and what it means to
follow him.

Why not check it out for yourself
sometime? What have you got to
lose?



